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TAGS: PARM, CCD 

SUB J : CCD: WESTERN GROUP MEETING, AUGUST 29, 1977 

1 . SUMMARY: DURING AUGUST 29 MEETING OF CCD WESTERN 
GROUP, USREP BRIEFED ALLIES ON END OF ROUNDS OF CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS (CW) AND RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS (RW) TALKS WITH 
SOVIETS. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING AUGUST 29 MEETING OF CCD WESTERN GROUP (CANADA, 
FRG, ITALY, JAPAN, NETHERLANDS, UK, US), USREP (FISHER) 

STATED THAT THE ROUND OF US-SOVIET CW TALKS HAD ENDED ON 
AUGUST 26, WITH A NEW ROUND PLANNED FOR THE END OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SEPTEMBER AND A FURTHER ROUND LIKELY IN MID-NOVEMBER. 
THE CW COMMUNIQUE, USREP INDICATED, WOULD BE RELEASED 
FOR PUBLICATION ON SEPTEMBER 1. 

3. USREP ALSO REPORTED THAT THE ROUND OF US-SOVIET 
TALKS ON RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS (RW) HAD CONCLUDED ON 
AUGUST 29, WITH THE TWO PARTIES FAIRLY CLOSE TO OVERALL 
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AGREEMENT. THE GENERAL OUTLINE OF AN RW BAN WOULD 
RESEMBLE THE ORIGINAL SOVIET APPROACH, ENTAILING A 
PROHIBITION ON PRODUCTION, DEVELOPMENT, ACQUISITION, 
STOCKPILING, AND USE. 

4. USREP STATED THAT HE WOULD EXPECT A JOINT US-SOVIET 
INITIATIVE ON RW, BUT COULD NOT PREDICT THE TIMING. 

THE JOINT INITIATIVE WOULD BE FRAMED IN TERMS OF KEY 
ELEMENTS, HE SAID, BUT THE KEY ELEMENTS WOULD PROBABLY 
BE VERY EXTENSIVE AND MAY CLOSELY RESEMBLY TREATY 
LANGUAGE. IN ANY CASE, US REP INDICATED, THE U.S. SIDE 

HAS INFORMED THE SOVIETS THAT FOR EVENTUAL CCD NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ON RW IT INTENDS TO ADOPT A RELATIVELY FLEXIBLE 
POSITION, NOT STONE- WALLING ON EXACT WORDING. 

5. CONCLUDING, USREP STATED THAT ALTHOUGH AN RW BAN 
WOULD NOT BE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ARMS CONTROL MEASURE 
IN HISTORY, IT WOULD CLOSE A CONCEPTUAL POSSIBILITY 

AND IS WELL WORTHWHILE PURSUING. 

6. AT REQUEST OF OTHER REPS, US REP AGREED TO CONVENE 
WESTERN GROUP DURING NEXT ROUND OF CW BILATERAL TALKS, 
EITHER IMMEDIATELY BEFORE OR JUST AFTER FIRST MEETING. 

AT THAT TIME ITALIAN REP (DIBERNARDO) WILL BE IN THE CHAIR. 
VANDEN HEUVEL 
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